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„„ „ 
WAS immoveably reſolved not to notice certain writ- 
ings, which, at Aterent times, have been publiſhed, 

q e I did not think 
any calls of my equals, in whatever language that call 
might be expreſſed; and becauſe, as it ſeemed to me, con- 
tention, not conciliation, would have been the certain 
effect of any reply I could have made. And in regard to 
the murmurs which occaſionally reached me, I flattered 


* 


myTelf bound to anſwer every or - 


myſelf that, if unoppoſed, they would the ſooner. ſpend 


themſelves and die away. But the moment you expreſ- 
ſed a wiſh, that I would write ſomething to 3 
own character, and to remove the ſcandah and uneaſin 


which, you ſaid, my writings had occaſioned, I inſtantly 
acceded to your with, and adopted that ſcheme of reply 


which you kindly traced out to me. 


It is hardly neceſſary I ſhould ſay, that every member ; 
of a religious ſociety is bound to follow the diſcipline. 
which that ſociety has eſtabliſhed, and to adhere to the 


faith which is delivered in it. He may relinquiſh both 


Teceding from the. communion ; but to profeſs Rag = > : 
a member, and not to conform to the rules either of belief N 


vr practice, muſt be deemed as diſhoneurable as it f 
Ley inhncere,—I am, likewiſe, dhe tn dae 
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is not creditable to any one, under the ſhew of ſuperior 
penetration or a philoſophic love of truth, to diſturb the 
conſciences of others, unleſs it be manifeſt, that they en- 
tertain prejudices inconſiſtent with the principles of reve- 
lation, purſue practices ſubverſive of 'morality, or cheriſh 
abuſes which reaſon and faith equally condemn. And 
even ſhould this be the caſe, moderation, gentleneſs, and 
a generous” forbesrance, ſhould aQtuate every meaſure. 
Under 'the-pretext of imparting light to our neighbour, 
the latent paſſions of the mind are ſometimes indulged. 
It is another truth, that the opinions of every man in 
the coneerns of religion are amenable to that tribunal which 
the laws of his ſociety have eſtabliſhed, in order that if 
they depart from the acknowledged ſtandard, they may be 
diſavewed; if they tend to encourage inſubordination 
or miſrule, they may be amended; if they contain any 
ſeeds of immorality, they may be cenfured. Without 
ſuch a neceſſary check, no ſyſtem of regular order would 
be long maintained. But if this apply to opinions in 
Meir general uſpect, how much more ſtrongly will it ap- 
Ply to them when uttered in writing from tbe prefe, or 
© Etlivered: 1 of religion from the pulpit? As 
their effect, in one caſe, is mete Iafbing 4 in the other, more 
_  Tehpreffivey no Want of reflection enn excuſe, no Pretenre 
df provocation can mitigate, aſſertions, or che enunciation 
- © of dockrines, whereby the impertumt intereſts of virtue, or 
___ *oftruth, may be inſured, or the peace of innorteſt con- 
Vvictions de Uifturhed. - e ee ene N nt 1 e FE 
But let it not be cheugbt, that I would cheek ue in- 
ui, from which errbr alone mould fritk, aud wirhout 
Which the world had 15911 been burted in darkneſs, and even 
Chriſtiamty frſelt had never found its way te the breaſts 
of men. Phovls'he underſteed only to ſay, łhat pru- 
dence ſhould guide the tongue as Well as the pen xp and. 
ttt opinions bn religious fabjes; in Whatever way ex- 
Preſſed, are Nable to the cegitzaner vf chax tribunal, which, 
In all chriſtian focieties, has been appomted to guard their 
7 aich, their thordls, and their difeipline.. In tie Catholic 
=> \tharch, from the days of its euren inſtitution, the Epiſj- 
3 FTeopal Order has cenſtituted thareibaungd 
„Prem itheſe penerdbobſervations 1 muſt paſs to myſelf, bs 
| 2 sð Tam aware tit this-queſtien bange on your lips = 
Have you, Sir, who maintain that every one is bound 


* 
- . 
— » 2 4 1 
* 


dy the faith and diſcipline of his ſociety ;- that the con- 
ſciences of others ſhould not, on light grounds, be diſ- 
rurbed; and, that all opinions, in whatever way delivered © 
in the concerns of religion, are ſubjeQ to the cognizance 
of Eccleſiaſtical ſuperiors, have you adhered to the rules 
which you thus preſcribe?” -I can anſwer, that I always 
thought of them as 1 do at preſent; that I never inten- 
tionally departed from them; and, that Jam not con- 
ſoious, in a ſingle inſtance, of having ſinned againſt them. 1 
Twenty years have, at leaſt, elapſed, ſinee I firſt ven- 
tured to appear before the public in the capacity of an 
author, and, during that period, I have written on various 
ſubjects, philoſophical, hiſtorical, and miſcellaneous. The 
prejudices of Proteſtants, which many cauſes bad deeply 
amprefles, in the - earlier part of that time, were violent 
uagainſt the tenets of the Catholic religion, or, at leaſt, 
had littte ſubſided from their former acrimony; and it 
ſeemed a duty incumbent on me not to neglect any op- 
portunity of endeavouring, as far as might be within my 
power, to diſpel thoſe prejudices. It did not ſeem, con- 
ſidering the little effect chat had been produced, that our 
controverſial: writers, in their numerous and able apolo- ' 
gies hal adopted that ſtyle of writing, which the habits of 
the public mind, «duly weighed, was calculated to accom- 
pliſh the end they had in view. I, therefore, reſolved to 
_ relinquiſh all ſcholaſticiſm and ſubtle diſputation, to ſtate 
bur docttines in the plain language of the day, to ſay What 
tcdtdetenets we did not hold, however pertinacioully they had 
deen imputed to us, and to leave the iſſue to the candid 
judgments of. my readers. Under this impreſſion (the 
truth of which I ſtate, without: defending its propriety} 
.1 wrote whatever I have publiſhed on the ſubhject of u - 
ligion. Mhat, or if any, has been the good effects, others 
mmi, 7 er fo ond es ee” 
5 Im ſenſible how unjuſtifiable it would have been, in 
rie plan 1 had adopted, to have miſtated any doctrines, 
ttzat ſo they might appear more palatable, to have diſ- 
iſed any opinions, that their ſeeming harſhneſs might be 
toftened, to ridicule any practices that the reputation of a 
mind ſũperior to vulgat᷑ prejudices might be required; in a 
word, to have departed, in any thing, from the line of. - 
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But readers, you ſay, © have taken offence, have pro- 
nmounced many paſſages in my writings to be unſound, and 
haueterodox, unfavourable to the authority of his Holineſs, 
Aud to that of other paſtors of the church, and tending to 
promote ſchiſm.” Such inferences, it may be added, would 
not have been drawn, had there been nothing more than a 
verbal departure from the phraſeology of the ancient 
ſchools, as I have ſtated; had there not been opinions 
hazarded, and ſentiments inculcated, on which the above 
Jn. yh ſo unfavourable to my character, might be 
Tbe proper place to notice thoſe charges will be, when 
I come to the paſſages, extracted from my writings,' on 
which they are profeſſed to be founded. In the mean 
time, it will not be improper to premiſe, how different are 
the judgments, from preconceived opinions, from | 
of knowledge, from temper of mind, from favourable or 
— _ * unfavourable prejudices, which different readers form in 
peruſing the fame work. And how qualified foever, or 
dow well-difpoſed ſoever they may deem themſelves: to 
_ "paſs an equitable ſentence, the may be aſſured, that it 
will ſavour of the leading diſpoſition, of the antipathy, if 
they had any, or of the partiality, with which they pte- 
- viouſly viewed the author. But ſhould not an author, 
under this conviction, ſo meaſure his expreſſions, as to 
render them proof againſt the deductions of the ſevereſt 
_ criticiſm? Doubtleſs; if that criticiſm, while it is ſevere, 
be alſo juſt. But to guard againſt the inferences that may 
be drawn, is not; I believe, poſſible. - 


Still it may, I think, be inſiſted, that there would hard- 

ly have been that proneneſs, of which you ſpeak, to take 

- offence at my writings, if there had not exiſted ſome pre- 

diſpoſing cauſe ;-or the _—_ themſelves had not, in 

ſome regards, been objectionable, It is far from my in- 

; tention to ſay, that my writings are throughout blameleſs, 
or that they do not contain paſſages, which the ignorant 
might too eafily miſtake, and the better- informed might 
too eaſily miſconſtrue. But I alſo think, that there ex- 
iſted a prediſpoſing cauſe, without which thoſe paſſages, 
alt leaſt ſome of them, would have paſſed unnoticed. I 

have ſaid, hoy much the judgment of every reader is biaſſed 
by the habits of his mind; and I believe it will — _ 


J 


us Was, W 


was, however, ſpecified, and 
preſented as irreclaimable, threatened with a lettre de cuchet, 


T TW 


cenkts FOR had; when I firſt commenced en 
Was a floating prejudice entertained that I was not quits 
orthodox in my faith, or, at leaſt, that I was intemperately 
fond of innovation. Vour recollection will have antici- 
pated the circumſtance to which I allude. | 
What I mean, was the Thefis or Syllabus of cnc 5 
prepared by me for a public exhibition, 2: 1he practice with 
while 1 was a teacher in philoſoph mow the univer- 
ſity of Douay. The ſubject was metaphyſical, relating to 
the human al. its nature, and operations. With great 
aſſiduity I had read many celebrated works, which were 
then publiſhed in France, in addition to Mr. Locke's - 
Eſay, from which a new light ſeemed: to break on the ſub- 
ject; and from them I occaſionally communicated ſome - 
ideas to my ſcholars, and preſented them more collectively 
in the in queſtion. When I put it into the hands of 
the regular cenſor, he kept it ſome days, and then returned 
it to me, I remember, with this compliment: Sir, I am 


pleaſed with your philoſophy: had it been ſuch when 1 


was a ſtudent, I ſhould have applied to it with better fe- 
ceſs.” This philoſophy, however, for the truth or falſe- 
hood of which the cenſor, not I, was now anſwerable on 
the day of public exhibition, raiſed a conſiderable uproar, 
and this uproar was followed by murmurs from En ; 
and other quarters. 2 —— objeckionable -p 
remained in the dark, re- 


and actually once obliged to withdraw, till after the lapſe 
of, I believe, a year, a delegate came from the biſhop of - 
Aas, in whoſe dioceſe Douay was, commiſſioned to pro- 


7 wiſe! certain queſtions. to me, and receive my anſwers. I 


ave him my anſwers in writing, with which he expreſſed 
tisfaction, and departed. But from that time, till the 
ſame gent leman demanded to inſpect another Thefs, which 
T had got ready for a final exhibition, I heard nothing; | 
and when, from curioſity, but with his prion, [- watt- 
ed: on bis Lordſhip, to learn what he thought :of- the 
anſwers which I had given to his delegate, he informed 


me, 
that he had not had leiſure to peruſe them. I aſterward un- 


der ſtood, that my ſecond The in the like manner had 
not been examined. NO are AP witnelles whe know 
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e Ala thin Ii camt to ae But a 1 1 
16 Saerable load of prejudice; I ſoon: perceived, had been. cal» 
leQted againſt me; my principles were thought to be taint. = 
ed, if they were not utterly nnfound.; and it became a2 
matter of prudence to watch. with caution. the progreſs of 1 5 
5 my mind. 1 have myſelf no perfect recolleAion af what Wh 
was contained in that obnoxious This; but a « 
. whoſe abilities are not flender, and whoſe faith was never 
fuſpected, having very recently read it with attention, 
aſſured me, that be could find nothing but ſame good Latin 
(the language, you know, of out ſehoals) and doftrines 
abſdlutely innocuous. Philoſophers, I remember, of great 
fame, and of orthodox principles, were, at the time, 
ſtrenuous in its defence. But this now is immaterial : it 
more concerns me to declare, that L as ever diſpoſed: to 
have given every proper ſatisfaCtion, and to have acknow- 
ledged any error, into which T might have fallen, had 
perſons, veſted with due authority, required the haſt, or 
pointed out to me the latte. 
I have never well underſtood, whins could: hin the-dih- 
eulty, or where the bumiliation, in acknowledging errors, 
where errors have been committed, or in retracting what 
bas been incautioufſy uttered, When the hutnan mind is 
known to be ſubj Qt to ſuch wayward revolutions, unleſs 
à man ſhould fancy himſelf authotiſed to conclude, that 
the gift of inerrancy, in na ſmall portion, had been com— 
municated to him. To this I never pretended, and give 
me leave to obſerve, which I do without malice, that when 
: 2 without the grounds of experience, are heard to 
mpute the obſtinacy, of which I ſpeak, to others, they 
2 ſurmiſe, what, i in circumſtances of rial, wan 
3 i their on con duct. 
2 4 7 Fig | have thus explained Ia 1 ee 3 7 prediſpoſing 5 
= 1 cauſe,” without which, I conceived, many paſſages in my 
=  - writings which, you tell me, have given offence, would 
= ” have died away unnoticed., So ſuſceptible is language f 
Fx ___ . - warious interpretations, which, as the eye. peruſes; the 
maincd unſolds, that whatever the reader looks for, he will 
'- _ affuredly find; and I am the more ſtrongly confirmed in 
this opinion, Which will hardly be controverted, from the 
knowledge, that perſons of accurate diſcernment, of deli- 


5 cate „ and of e orthodoxy, have . 
| Po | . | cautiouſly 


2 e 3 


| L 


* 


N F + 


- 5.7.4 —_ 
cautiouſly read; but / 4 em in their context, the very 
a 


paſſages which you ftate to me as moſt reprehenſible, 
without diſcovering any ground for objection. They did 
not wilh to find error, and they found none; rather they 
were difpoſed'to overlook caſual deflexities, and to explain 
what might ſometimes ſeem dubious, by what, on other 
occaſions, was: explicit and defined; But this indulgence, 


if it be an indulgence, no author has a right indiſcrimi- 


nately to expect; and it ſhould be my advice to every 

oung man ſo to write, if he touched on matters of Teli- 

ton, as/if his enemies alone were to be his readers. 
But of whatever complexion readers be, there are cer- 
tain canons of criticiſm, from which they are never au- 
thoriſed to depart. They muſt be juſt; never imputing to 
authors what the authors never ſaid, nor aſcribing to them 


views or motives which their expreſſions will not fully war- 


rant. To detach no paſſages, in order to pronounce an eaſier 


judgment, but to take them. as they ſtand in their con- 


nection with what precedes and what follows. More than 


half of the errors charged on ſome men, and the eternal 
diſputes about the meaning of others, have ariſen from 
this ſource. When a paſſage is dubious, and certain light 
can be procured from other expreſſions, not to refuſe the 
illuſtration; and when two meanings preſent themſelves, 
to take that which is moſt favourable. That the reader, 


as far as he may be able, perſonate the writer; that is, 


comprehend the peculiarities of his ſtyle, enter into his 
views, ſeize the ſcope of his reaſoning, and, finally, judge 


from the tendencies and general bearing of the whole, not 


= 


from cafual expreſſions, or iticidental thoughts. 
, though 


From theſe preliminary obſervations, which 
tedious, you will not, I think, deem unneceſſary, I come 
to conſider the particular paſſages which you have ſelected 
for my notice; in ar which I promiſe you to be ſin- 
cere, to acknowledge where I have been e main 
tain nothing merely becauſe it may be maintaed; in a 


word, as far as 1 ſhall be able, to do juſtice to truth and. 
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1. * He (the Pope) has indeed his prerogatiye, but we 
| have our privileges, and are independent on him, except 
where it has pleaſed the community, for the ſake of unity and 


ood order, to ſurrender into his hands a limited. ſuperin- 
ndence.” (Reflefions, &c. p. G . 
The whole paſſage, from which this is extracted, ſtands 
thus: © Our church is a ſociety, the foundation of which, 
we conceive, was laid by Chriſt, our legiſlator ; conſiſtin 

of members, the head over whom,. or firſt eccleſiaſtical ma- 


giſtrate, is the Biſhop of Rome, the ſucceſſor. of St. Peter, 
The repreſentative body are our prelates; the repreſented 
we the people; and at the head of this conſtitution. is the 
Pope, in _ whoſe hands reſides the principal executive 


— 


8 But to him belongs no abſolute or deſpotic juriſ- 
I 


diction ; he is as much bound by the laws of the conſtitu · 
tion as is the loweſt member of it: he has. indeed his 
prerogative; | but we have our privileges, and are inde- 


pendent on him, excepting where 'it has pleaſed the. com- 


munity, for the ſake of unity and good order, to ſurrender 
into his hands a limited ſuperintendence. It is his duty, 


and that particularly when our. immediate paſtors. neglect 


their's, to take care that the chriſtian republic receive no 
injury, that is, that laws which have been received be 
duly executed, and that the infraction of them, by a co - or- 
dinate puniſhment, be chaſtiſed © \ 
_ Having declared in the firſt. lines of this paſſage, that 
the foundation of our church was laid by Chriſt, and that 
the Biſhop of Rome, the ſucceſſor of Peter, was the head 


over this church, ſo founded, I did conceive, that J had 
admitted all the doctrine, which our church in the defini- 


tions on the ſühject, particularly in the council of 
Florence, had eſtabliſhed; and that L was then at liberty, 
in the progreſs or the further developement of the queſ- 
tion, to adopt that theological opinion which might ſeem 
to me moſt rational. I adopted that of th 3 


Gallican ſchool.. The mutilated paſſage, as you preſent it 


to me, while it canveys a ſenſe not Catholic, is obviouſt 


irreconcileable with the firſt words of the quotation, whic 
words were deſigned to govern, and to define the meanin 


pf, the, ſacceeding periods. When I ſuggeſted the nece 
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ſity of adhering to the canons of criticiſm, in forming an "of 


accurate judgment of the ſenſe of authors, I did not ſufſ- 
& it would be ſo ſoon requiſite to invoke their aid, : 
© 2+ © She (Rome) ſtood as a centre of union, conveying. 
her energy through a thohſand channels, whilſt her emiſſa- 
ries, at a diſtance, maintained the illuſion.“ (Hiftory of 


| Henry JI. P. 625 - 28 7 =— EL OE +2 94 
As you ae ſtate theſe paſſages, which, I ſuppoſe, 


have been deemed reprehenſible, without offering any ob- 
ſervations from yourſelf, I muſt preſume, that it has oc- 
curred to ſome one to infer from this, that I meant to re» 
preſent, as an illuſion, the Catholic idea, that the Raman ſee 
is a centre of union. Gueſs at my aſtoniſhment when I 
turned to the page whence the extract is taken! I am 
there ſpeaking of the general influence of Rome, in the. 
eleventh-and twelfth centuries, ** which reached,” I ſay, 
« to all the countries of Europe, modifying in ſome 
de ee their manners, and controuling their opinions in 
rehgion, in morals, and in politics.” But that I might not 
be underſtood to ſpeak of Rome as a church, or as a ſee, 
founded by Chriſt, and in the language of our creed, the 
mother 7 miſtreſs 4 all churches, in which ſenſe ſhe is the 
centre of union, I poſitively ſay, I ſpeak of © the influence! | 
of a diſtant court. I then add, 1 ſpeak of the Roman 5 
court, meaning the government then prevailing in the 
Roman city, and which, ſince the time of Gregory VII. 
had eſtabliſhed a ſyſtem of univerſal monarchy, whereby. 
not religion only, as I obſerve, but manners, opinzons, morals, | = 
and politics, were modified and controuled. Rome then,” =_ 
I proceed to add, „by her agents, and more by the opi- ; = 
nion ſhe had been able; to impreſs of her. univerſal juriſ- 
dition and infallible deciſions, could ſway, often irre- 
ſiſtibly, as we have ſeen, the whole em of politics and reli- 
gion. She ſtood as a centre union, conveying her energy 3 
through a thouſand. channels, while her emiſſaries, at a .- ,- 
diſtance, maintained the illaſſon, and crowds of appellants 9 
and candidates flocked to her court, pleading for redreſs, | 
or imploring . patronage.” Maintained what illuſion ? 7 oo 
That, by the plan of domination, which ſhe had then 5 
eſtabliſhed, Rome could exereiſe ** univerſal juriſdiction, 


and iſſue * infallible deciſions” over the “ whole ſyſtem . == 


1 ** 4p — 


Tack - 


1 , 
q # 


1 


1 | 
-ſych.as we conceiye. it to exiſt, moſt remotely concerned 
in this ſtatement, whether. the ſtatement itfelf be true o 
falſe?” e centre, to which 1 allude, was, "at that time, 
2s much 3 c centre as any poſſibly can be, though 
religion was often | referred to it, and with rellg ion th 

temporal concerns of ſtates, and, got unfrequenty, thoſe of - 


common ſociety, 18 | 
3. Each an 5 in his pariſh, ch biſhop in his is | 


5 ceſe, &c. is poſſeſſed of a proper and Mential | uriſdiction, 


wholly uncontroulable by and independent of the ce of 
Nome. Such was the FE divinely eſtabliſhel by Chriſt," % 
| (State and Behaviour, Sc. p. 153. comer 

I profeſs myſelf utterly incapable or aifeovartig what can 
be objected to this propoſition: becauſe,” if the origin of 
the epiſcopal order was divine, as likewiſe that of parochial 
clergy, of whom alone I ſpeak, when, theſe have been 
canonically inducted, muſt it not follow, that their Juriſ-' 
diction, within the eſſential limits, is asc wholly uncontroul- 
able by and independent of the ſee of Rome“ as the juriſ- 


diction of this ſee, in virtue of its divine origin, is itſelf 


uncontroulable and independent? But to ſhew vou 5 
I have not made a wanton aſſertion , I adduce the authority 
of Dr. Hook (Prineip. vol. iii. p. 494.) who, having ſtated, 

« that the Roman biſhop enjoys no immediate en, 
over the faithful, whereby he may exerciſe the rights of 
paſtors, even hes: theſe paſtors are not wanting to their 
duties, has the following words: C If biſhops be divine- 
I inſtituted (which he had proved), and by that right exer- 
. ciſe their functions, they can by 0 try be impeded from * 
their exerciſe, unleſs they have done wrong, ot 'willingly” 
conſent.” Ts not this expreſſly to ſay, as far as words can 
ſay, et that the proper and eſſential juriſdiction of biſhops ' 
is wholly uncontraulable by ang independent of the ſee of 
Rome.” «' And this,” he adds, having explained himſelf 


more full: ys. ce ig the uniform docttine o the Paris divines.“ 
am 


But the ſame reaſoning manifeſtly applies to the parochial 
; clergy, e whoſe juriſdiction,“ he had before aſſerted, 4 


Ib. 483): «is immediately derived from Chfiſt. “ 


That I only ſpeak of this effential ur dai hien is bios: 
for in regard to ee, in the lines that immediatel 
precede the quotation, and more fully in the firſt = 
tion, 1 ſay—“ in the hands of the Pope reſides the prin- © 
cp; Executive l it is 1 his ir 

4 | Ma Bs, when 


\ r 


poſſeſſed © 


Fen our our ;mmadiate * . their's, to. tales gare that 


chriſt ian republic receive no injury, that is, that the 


laws which have been received be duly executed, and.that 
the infrattion of them, by a co- ordinate puniſhment; be 
chaſtiſed. I am curious to know, for what. reaſon, in 
the paſſage which you object, before the dotted line, theſe 
femarkable words are omitted: They (the biſhops aud 


clergy) reſpet his primacy; but they have their, tights and 


liberties as ancient. and as ſacred as are his own.“ His 
own rights are, therefore, ſacred, and he is their primate. But 
could the paſſage, poffibly, have excited any ſuſpicion: of 
my not allowing to the Roman biſhop the whole of his 
N with what eaſe might candour have turned 


k a few leaves, when (p. 144) theſe words would have 


preſented them ſelves: © St. Peter, by divine commiſſions 
was appointed the head of the church, under Chrift the 
founder.; and the Pope, or biſhop of Rome, as ſucceſſor to 


to St. Peter, has always been, and is at ne by divine 


right, head of this church.“ | 

4. Tt is not neceſſary, that as he only can confer orders, 
whe has been himſelf ordained, ſo. he only can confer ju- 
riſdiction, who is himſelf canonically po ed of . 
tion.” (Supplem. to Men. of Panz. p. 292.) 


There muſt be ſome ſpell under the words, it is not neceſ”.. "= 
ſary, or I am, at once, deprived of the faculty of under- 
ſtanding. Give me leave, therefore, to copy the paſſage, 


with the preceding lines, as they ſtand in the work. 
been ſtating that the election of biſhops had, at different. 
times, been differently exerciſed, as, likewiſe, their in- 


fiitution or confirmation, which laſt, by anew diſcipline, o 


uſe the words of his preſent Holineſs, now - ©. reſided alone 
in the chair of Peter.” I then ſubjoin : „ And provided 


the important chain of epiſcopal . Len be preſerved: un 


broken, it matters little by whoſe and the deſcending 
links be added; nor is it neceſſary, I ſhould: ſay, that as he. 


only can confer orders who has been, himſelf ordained, 1 1 


can he only confer juriſdiction who i is himſelf 0 
ere vs 
No one can give what he has not, is e ſole meaning. of Fa; 


| pafſag e. And is not this true? There muſt have been 

one deſign in ſubſtituting the words, it is not neceſſary, for: 

the original ones, nor is it neceſſary I Should Jay, Which, OY 
- NE: 1 * not their Oy have been * | 
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ble, to your 


555 nominated a truiſn. 


: « (in the reign of James I.) applied to, Rome.” 
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| on, of hanging poſitive truth into 
error. I believe my poſition may be de- 
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The Citholie clergy (in the reign: of Queen Eli- 
zabeth) unanimouſly reſolved to preſent a ſupplication to 


the ſemblance of 


| his Holineſs,” praying, that he would reſtore to them an 


eccleſiaſtical Hierarchy, in the government of biſhops. 
Had they deliberated to better purpoſe, and conſulting 
their church, choſen ſuch a number of biſhops as the exi- 
gencies of the people required, the meaſure would have 


been more conſonant with the ſpirit of primitive dilct» 
pline * Memoirs, Sr. ” „ TEN , 
6. 


Unabaſhed by refuſ a A often repeated, rather. 
than chooſe their own biſhops, which their own geo ſenſe, 
aided by reading, muſt have told them was a meaſure moſt 
conſiſtent with the rules of venerable antiquity, the clergy. 


id, P · 92.) 125 


In both theſe paſſages Iam ſpeaking of times not rem t 
from that of the Reformation e when, as it 


appeared to me, the Catholics, I ſay (p. 42.), conſtituted 
a church, incomplete, it is true, ſince the death of their 
| laſt biſhop, but ever remaining 2 ſociety of true believers, 


governed by -a-fucceffion of inferior paſtors, and eng 
communication with'the centre of union, the Roman ſee.” ö 


What .- 
- . a * a P { 4 I” * ' is 41 
in this ſituation, when they wanted biſhops, was moſt ad- 


viſeable to have done? Was it to apply to Rome, the cen- 
tre 'of union, praying his Holineſs to give or ele#? biſhops, 
for them; or themſelves to chooſe the biſhops, and then 
apply to hior for that canonical confirmation which, by the 
N now diſoipline (ale to uſe th 


he words of Pius VI.). was 


veſted in the chair of Peter? To my mind it was a cn. 


\ Gderation of expediency; and I ſuggeſted what I conceived ; 


Would have been a meafure ** confiftent with the rules 


* F 


ſpeak of choo/fng, and in compoling this work, from which 


_ - thoſe paſſages are taken, I was peculiarly careful, on ac- 
count of à controyerſy that exiſted at the time, to diſtin- © 
guiſh between election and inflitution, or confirmation, and 
to aſeribe the power of the firſt to the clergy, of the ſecond 
to the Romai b3/hop. The office of confirmation. or in 
min, I Tay (p. 291), though, in times long -patied 
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8 and metropolitans, now + 


by ; 
7 ens % Rome., And when Far intro- 
uce . th, whom I repreſent to have been | choſen in 


"i manner I had mentioned, to his Holineſs, I make hin 


fy, ce that he, implores his benediction ; that he acknow- 

ledges him for his head, and that, as the diſcipline of 
modern days requires, he entreats his confirmation or in- 
Alitution, and ee of ſuch forms as may be deum- 
ed expedient.“ I know that the ſynod of Trent uſes theſe 


words: It. belongs to the fade biſhop to appoint paſ- 


tors to all churches.” But is electian there meant In 


what country of Catholic ehriſtendom does the Pope elact 


| biſhops? He confirms, that is grants, canonital inſlituribn, avid 
of that does the council ſpeak, and of that alone. 


7. „I haye ſhewn how abuſive oy pvernment.of gur | 


church is, od; what are its evils. Lit be. ſaid; that 


are. not 
id, that what our anceſtors acquieſoed in we ou 
= attempt to reforms.” | (ibid. p. 466. 
„Fhat the government by vicars is abuffoe, will hardly, 
1 think, be denied, when the inſtitution of Chriſt, as we 


conceive it, of ordinary epiſcopacy is admitted, from 
Which that of vicaxs is 112 aud not a —— devia-- | 


tion,” (Lid. p. 461.) n 

As 10 am ſincerely diſpoſed to make every emden in 
my power, | admit that the word abu/ive, by which 1 
underftand a deviation from the general order of thi 
eſtabliſhed. in the church, is intemperate, and'not-corti 


In the work, whence; theſe propoſitions are taken, x 


traced with all poſlible care, from original documents, the 
incedant, endeavours of our clergy, through the lapfe of 


many years, to procure. from Rome the eſtabliſhment of 4a * 


regular epiſeopal hierarchy; and when, notwithſtanding” 
all their efforts, vicars apoſtolic were forced on them, 


related the conſternation with Which they received the * Y 


News, and their declaration, that it was done, inſeio 1 
invito toto cleru. I copied the remarkable words of Ser jeant, 
who was extremely indignant on the occafton, ing 
„ Thus we were compelled by obedience to his Maj 
(James II.) to. a non-oppeſition ;; for what could bo dene or. 
. 3 with pa Wb as likely to haue any effect againſt / 
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te was our only refuge.” - _— 42. ) To 
e, and only refuge it cont 3 | luded 
1 1 a, „ will it be” ſaid, that what our ISAT 
— in we ſhould- not attempt to reform?“ They, 
though the times were generally hoſtile, to their religion, 
Had, in, cbeir various deputations to the Roman ſee, re- 
preſented that no other than an appointment of biſhops 
_ with ordinary: powers would comport with their Kruft. . 
Surely then I was authoriſed to expreſs a ſanguine wiſh, 
_ that in the year 1793, an attempt ſhould be made, by the” 
| ſucceſſors of thoſe enlightened and zealous men; to obtain 
ſuch, an appointment as that in which they bad failed. 
But it ſeems to be inſinuated, that I adviſed an improper 

reform, ot a reform to be elfected by improper means. 
| Let the ſcheme then, which I ſuggeſted, be 5 
It was, (p. 470, 471.) that the clergy in each diſtri 
mould meet; that the reſult of their deliberations ſhould 
immediately be laid before their reſpective vicart; that the 
co-operation and ſupport. of theſe be entreated; finally, 
that a ſupplication, the ſubſtance of which I detail; figned. 
by ſuch, names as ſhould * eſtabliſh its validit ty and make 
it ſpeak the univerſal voice of the diſtri,” ſhould be 
preſented to his Holineſs. Can ſuch a ſcheme as this de 
conſtrued to inculcate ou or to attempt, by violence, 
a revolution in the Tong eſtabliſhed order of our eceleſiaſti- 
a government? 

9. ** The powers of our miniſtry (thoſe of the Catholic 
clergy), by an abuſe: which ede has ſanctioned, 
are delegated to us.“ (1bid. p. 445.) 

10. “ With the clergy alone, in my eſtifndten, le” 
the choice of withdrawing their acquieſeence from a ſyſtem 


| 1 irregular and abuſive, and of vindicating to themſelves the 


canonical rights of a parochial clergy.” (bid. p. 446. 

Unwilling as I am to give or to take unneceffarx 
trouble, I beg leave to fay, that whatever in theſe two 
paſſages there may be that is not, in be opinion, ſatis- 
factorily explained by what has been already mentioned; 1 
am diſpoſed to wit, it to have deen i > advanced, > 
and that I deem it cenſurable. 

11, In the courſe of ſeventeen benturies, if me (the / 4 
_ Catholic —_— has contracted habits” that might be re- 
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_ "1 Thus ſtands the whole paſſage: © the Catholic church, 


whatever you (Mr. Hawk:ns) may pretend, is the mother 
of all churches; you have all gone out from har. Through 
the courſe of ſeventeen centuries, , in the various revo- 
lutions of ſtates and kingdoms, the conflict of tumultuous 
paſſions, and the changes of manners, language, and 
opinions, ſhe has contracted habits that might now be 
reformed, what elſe could be expected? be /ub/iance's 

belicf has never varied, and it would become you to reſpe 

it,” —If I ſuſpend expreſſions of horror and indignation, 
do praiſe my forbearance. What is meant by habits, 1 | 
know not. It, probably, relates to ſomething adyanced- 


127 0 The doctrines of the Trinity regard not the 


important worſhip of our Maker, nor the great intereſts of 
religion.“ (Hit. of Abeil. p. 156.7 

I muſt again quote myſelf. entire againſt a mutilated mem- 
ber. Yet what are the points,” I ſay, “which, in the times 
I ͤam. deſeribing, could fo warm the breaſts of churchmen? 

View them abjtrattedly, as they are generally conſidered, 
and it will be found, that they regard not the important 
worſhip of our Maker, nor the great intereſts of religion, 
nor the good of ſociety, nor moral worth, nor our own 
improvement in virtue, juſtice, and piety.” —ls this to ſay, 
in the round phraſe of the objeQed paſſage, that the dodirines 
of the Trinity regard not. 44 worſhip of God, nor the 
intereſts of religion? Nothing was ever further from m 
mind; and my own words are ſuBiciently guarded, * What | 
gave riſe to the reflection was the controverſy, in which 
Abeilard had been engaged, and the harſh treatment” he 
had experienced from his enemies, on account of his work 


entitled Introductio ad Theologiam. In that work he treat- 


ed, indeed, of the myſtery of the Trinity; and his notions 
therein delivered had given offence. But what were the 


ſuhjects brought forward in the diſpute? „ whether the 


Deity could generate himſelf: whether the Father may be the 
Son of himſelf,” and ſo on; of which I did not heſitate to 
pronounce in the words that are objected to me. If this 
be to vilify the awful myſteries of religion, theſe myſteries, 
which it has pleaſed the Divine Being to communicate to 


man, becauſe they bear in obvious or ſecret reference to 


the © important worſhip of his Maker, or the great in- 
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55 « «wi and. "Rh what nd we. were hate.” is a pe pain aint 
eaſily, perhaps, to be ſetiled.“ (16:4. 348). 
Thus writes the author of the hiftory : * Per ecklon, 1 


9 ire may be attained. in all ſtates; though that being 
þ 7 aye is the _ moſt perfect which anſwers, beſt 4 ; 


deſigus of its creation. Why, or, for what end we, we 
nade, is à point not fo ealily, 1 perhaps, to / be eh. 
m I not free to 9 9 2 my own ſtate of life; to withdraw, 
if 1 pleaſe, from the er of mortals, and to Ulve only 
to myſelf and to my Maker? If Iowe any thing to ſociety, 
that 4. Ae l Hirſt be cangglled, and my releaſe will 
fſigned. life of a recluſe may be termed ſelfiſh ; — 
dit is. But on what principle does, he act who engages in 
FA bh the pleaſures and the purſuits of life?” 5 eee ee 
en the in ſulated paſſage is reftored. to its place, what 
can be more F. der ani true? Dqes it pretend; to, in- 
timate, that t eat de ination, of man, in regard to the 
= of-his Maker in this life, and his future retribution | 
in the next, ( is a point not enſily to be decided? Or not 
2 75 F regard to. fairs or canditions-of lifes. ach as 
of retirement and the world, that e ſo 
el e determined, which may accord beſt with the 
E . ;our ctention? and.) for. this. I aſſign my reaſons, 
The, ſentence, when, detached; is a ſilly and unmeaning 
L in w_ .OWn, place, more than en agents 
mal be tequired to e e 3 
have gone through all the; 17 5 een you. 777 
flered to my, obſervation,. an 1 mu preſume, that they 
he ſtrongeſt Which copld. be 9 5 6 2— 12 writings. 
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705 55 eg that Et] give them 22 i found them 


acted to your hand and 1 rea believe it: for 
** confident, could you. 155 Nour , yourſelf leiſure 


to look into the works chemfelyes, tha you would have 


copied With more attention ta honaur and truth, or 


Fatber, would have e no . aſs why you mould 
n 


copy at all. *. was the con (ciouſ! with which, ka 


© Topplicd-me,,.thar I was reviewing the, labgurs of othecs, 
*' hich provoked ſome occafional a peritics of 1 51 
e * have deemed * C * 
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ceonſeſs the truth, I really thought, from what I recetitly 
heard from you and ſome others, that my writings were 
extremely objectionahle, though I knew not myſelf WN 
that is, that they abounded with aſſertions, falſe, ſcandalous; 


and ſchiſmaticul, — the religion, in which I proſeſſed 


to believe, had been diſhonoured, virtue inſulted; and tha 


conſciences of many diſturbed. I was, therefore, reſolved, 


as the opening of this letter ſufficiently: indicates, to make 
conceſſion, and to repair, as far as 1 might be able; 


whatever injury I had occaſioned. Judge of my ſurpriſe; 
egan to examine the paſſages, on which thoſe 


when I 
| heavy charges had been founded. Engaged in the purſuits 


of a ſtudious life, I had forgotten in what preeiſe terms 5 
my ideas had been often conveyed, and could not ſuſpect, 
as detection would be ſo eaſy, that my views, my ideas, 


my very expreſſions, had been miſtated. So however it is. 


This is the firſt time that an occaſion, of which I could 


with any propriety make uſe, has been offered to me for 
the vindi 


name never returns to my memory: without exciting the 
livelieſt ſentiments of eſteem and regret, could never be 
prevailed on (partly from a horror of contention, 
partly from other ideas to which I am no- ſtranger} to 
liſten to any charges againſt a perſon, with whoſe general 
conduct he was ſatisfied, and with whoſe dif; 


was well acquainted. As to myſelf; conſcious as far as 


| ſelf-partiality can be truſted, that I had not wilfully 


offended, I let the blaſt blow by, and regarded it not; 
This indifference may have been culpable. But while I 
am indulging this egotz/m, which, by the bye, cannot 
eaſily be avoided, when an author is compe 


another ſubject which I muſt briefly notice. 


This ſubject is that of mirac/es. ' You do not, ifldeed, 
mention it in your laſt propoſals to me; but, on 4 prior 
occaſion, you ſignified, that the few pages I publiſned on . 
the ſubject had given great offence. I Was ſurpriſed ak 
the intimation, as I told you, becauſe, N | 


did not intend to give offence, nor did I conceive! 


offence could poſlibly have been taken. The work was 
F DS - N 2 penned , 
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ication of my character; and for it 1 feel myſelf 
greatly indebted to you. The late Mr. Talbot, whoſe 


tions 
amenable at all times to a proper tribunal of inquiry, he 


| : led; or, af 
Jeaft: invited to ſpeak of himſelf, I forget that there is 
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| phainec eculiar caution ; with Gallus thoughts 
and wn a as 7 temper as it was poſſible to preſerve 
under the irritating character of the ſubject. How far 
my arguments were convinsing, muſt be left to the judg - 
ment of others. To prove tlrat * thoughts on miracles. 
 containedreally nothing poiſonous, I muſt recur to an argu- 
ment which has been already urged. This is, that perſons of 
penetration and the moſt orthodox habits, of whoſe ſenti- 
ments I am poſſeſſed, read my remarks with attention, 
approved them, and thanked me, they were pleaſed to ay, 
for the ſervice I had done to the cauſe of Chriſtian truth. 
Laſtruct me: hat can be the reaſon, that on the ſame ſubject, 
- Randing within ſo narrow a compaſs, "et, np fo. 1 90 
poſite ſhould have been formed? 
deny, vou intimated, the continuance of 3 
culous powers in the Catholic church.” Indeed, I do not; 
and I will add, that to deny them would be, to my con- 
viction, an eee eee But the miracles of 
the 2 oſpel and of the early ages, whereby the great ſeheme 
riſtianity was ſo powerfully enforced, I view, 1 
— in a very different light from thoſe that followed, 
the object of oh avowedly was not the ſame. Give 
me leave to adopt, as my own opinion, the noted reply 
of a great luminary of the church to the queſtion; Why 
are not thoſe mixacles performed now (in the fourth and 
fifth centuries), which you declare to have been wrought 
formerly. ?” He anſwered, <©+ I could tell them that 
miracles were then neceſſary, 'hefore: the world believed, 
for this very purpoſe, that the world might believe: but 
he who i requires prodigies, that he may become a 
believer, is himſelf a great prodigy, who does not believe 
now, when the N does N N (8. Auguſt. De Civ. 
Dei. I. 22. c. 8. 
I will reldaſe you aden a Kerr ee eee 
Tnougb I am convinced, as yourſelf, I thipk, alſo muſt be, 
that tlie principal charges againſt me are bn unfounded, 
I am ready, notwithſtanding, to allow that my expreſſions 
dave not deen always ( duly. meaſured; that F may have 
fallen into miſtakes; that I may have been improperly warm; 
 mprudent, and petulant. To ſuch accuſations as theſe E 
0 plead guilty; becauſe I have not a doubt but they 
on be and wh * * is ſufficien tx 
: . 13 8 , | aware 
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aware that they may be true. But if, by ſuch-unguarded 
_ expreſſions, I have in the ſmalleſt tittle injured the cauſe 
of virtue, of morality, or of religious truth; if I have given 
pain to, or diſturbed the conſeience of the loweſt member 
of God's church, and thereby-raiſed doubts, or weakened - 
his attachment to the above great cauſe, I am moſt fincerely 
ſorry ; and, as you aſſert that ſome paſſages in my writings 
have occaſioned uneaſineſs and ſcandal, I regret it has o 
happened; it ſhall be my future endeavour to repair every 
JJ. 7 e 
On certain points, ſuch are thoſe of religious perfeention 
and intolerance, 1 profeſs I feel a more than common 
diſguſt of mind, which, for ought I know, may be 
 inſtintive. When, therefore, actions moved or influ-- 
enced by thoſe ſtrongly impelling cauſes, and which have 
brought diſgrace on religion through the conduct of its 
- miniſters, and deluged the human race in blood, come 
| before me, 1 have ever, I confeſs, expreſſed with what 
vigour and variety I could, every feeling of deteſtation, 
And when I ceaſe thus to feel, and thus to expreſs my 
feelings, I ſhall interpret it into a Warning, that the 
Character of my mind is changed, or its powers weakened, 
and that. the time is come to ceaſe from writing, Bat 
while at any time I inveighed againſt- religious defpotifm, I 
meant not to degenerate from the iu authority of him that 
miſuſed it; when I execrated per/ecution, I intimated not, 
that the religion profeſſed by the perſecutor taught him 
the bloody leſſon which he practiſed; and when zztolerence - 
was my theme, I was careful to condemn that mndifference, 
with which ſuperficial minds are too apt to contemplate 
all modes of faith, _ „ 8 2 
In reviewing many tranſactions of the Roman biſhops 
and their coutt, I have often been ſevere, ſometimes, 
23 more ſo than the character of the tranſaction 
fairly warranted. But it was always my wiſh to ſpeak 
diſtinctly; to place in a proper light the high office with 
which our firſt paſtor, by a divine commiſſion, was in- 
veſted, and to ſtate what, by virtue of that commiſſion, his 
power was. I am, however, aware, that it is not always 
_ eaſy to cenſure actions in ſo guarded and temperate a 
manner, as that misjudging readers ſhall not ſometimes 
de inclined to think that the authority inſelf not its 5 5 


1 
* 


alone, is made the ſubject of animadverſion. This is an 
evil; but it lies not in the author, when he has bern 


( 20) 
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prudently cautious. That the biſhops) of Rome and their 
agents, in all things men and liable to the paſſions ef m | 
ſhould not have miſuſed their authority, and been guilty = 
of, exceſſes,” would be a phenomenon incredible in the 


hiſtory of human nature. And why, when they have 6 


deviated from the rule of right, may not their deviations 


de cenſuted, and their exceſſes be chaſtiſed? Impunity 
ſhould be the lot of no man. Eccleſiaſtical governors, 


n, whatever be their rank, diſciples as they are 


of the moſt gentle and beneficent of beings, ſhould ever 


be aware, that though they may now eſcape reprehenſion, 
and flatterers may incenſe their errors, that a time of 


record will come, when the impartial pen of the hiſtorian 


Mall hold them up to a juſt poſterity, and conſign their 
names, ſhould they merit it, to 3 This reflection, 
J doubt not, has often withheld thoſe in power from the 


conimiſſion of crimes, when more noble motives. had loſt 
their influence. Let us not then be inſtrumental in 


diminiſhing the number, or weakening the energy of any 


motives, whereby religion may be honoured the con- 
duct of its miniſters, virtue be promoted, and the inferior 

orders in ſociety, who look to example, be encoutaged 
in the proper difcharge of all their duties. 0 


Your final requeſt to me is, in order, more effectuall. 
to remove the ſuſpicions that have been raiſed, and 


ſilence all further cauſe of crimination, that I declare m 


aſſent to the Creed of Pope Pius. I cannot have the 


difficulty. That creed contains the principal articles of 


Catholic belief. And in compliance with your particular 
requeſt, I here fubjoin the whole of the creed. | 


5 I, Rev. JOSEPH BERINGTON, with =o Gm faith, 
believe and profeſs all and every one of thoſe things which 


are contained in that creed, which the holy Reman church 


maketh uſe of. To wit—l believe in one God, the Father 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all things viſible 
and inviſible: and in one Lord Jeſas Chriſt, the only be- 
gotten Son of God, and born of the Father before all ages: 
 Godof God; lighr of light; tre Godof the true God z be- 

' gotten, not made; conf 


6 c » $% "#5 ? 3 


5 = (4 21 ) | 5 9 £ | 7 N 
all things were made. Who for us men, and for our ſalya- 
tion, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by the 
Holy "Ghoſt, of the Virgin Mary, and was, made man. 1 
; Fas crucified alſo for us under Pontius Pilates he ſuffered, | 


and was buried. And the third day he roſe again accord- 
ing to the ſEriptures ; he aſcended into heaven; fits at the 
right hand of the Father, and is to come again, with glory 
to judge the living and the dead; of whole kingdom there 
mall be no end. And in the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and 
life-giver, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who, 
together with the Father and the Son is adored and glorihed; 

vho ſpoke by the prophets. And (I believe) one, holy, 

tholic and Apoſtolic church: I confeſs one baptiſm for / 

the remiſſion. of ſins; and I look for the reſurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
1 moſt ſtedfaſtly admit and embrace apaſtolical ,and.ec- | 
clefiaſtical traditions, and all other obſervances and con- | 
ſtitutions of the ſame church, _ _ n 
I alſo admit the holy ſcriptures, according to that ſenſe 
which our holy mother, the church, has held, and does 

old, to which it belongs to judge of the true. ſenile and 
interpretation of the ſcriptures: neither will 1 ever take 
and interpret them otherwiſe than according to tlie unas 
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nimous conſent of the fa theres 
I alſo profeſs, that there are truly and properly ſeven 
ſacraments of the new law, inſtituted by Jeſus Chriſt our 
Lord, and neceſſary for the ſalvation of mankind, though 
not all for every one: to wit, baptiſm, confirmation, eu- 
chariſt, penance, extreme unction, orders, and matrimony: 
and that they confer grace: and that of theſe, baptiſm, 
confirmation, and orders, cannot, be reiterated without ſa- 
- crilege. I alfo receive and admit the. received and ap- 
proved ceremonies of the Catholic church, uſed in the ſo- 


1 
o 


lemn adminiſtration of the aforeſaid ſacraments... ... ....- 
I embrace and receive all and every one of the things 
which have been defined and deelared in the hely council R 
* . | ſex. © of od ir . 

of Trent, concerning original ſin and juſtification... 5 3 

I profeſs, likewiſe, that in the Maſs there is offered to C 
God a true, proper, and;propitiatory ſacriſice for the diving 

and the dead. And that in the moſt Holy Sacrament of the 

Euchariſt, there is truly, really, and ſubſtantially, the 


ho dy and blood, together with the ſoul and-divinity 5 on! . 5 | 4 
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: - Lola 'Feſus Chrit. And that hobo” 7 made a n 

dot the whole ſubſtance of the bread into the body, and of 

tie whole ſubſtance of the wine into the blood; which 

| converſion the Catholic church calls cranſubſtanciation. 

. F allo confeſs, that under either kind alone Chriſt is re · 
5 ceived whole and entire, and a true Sacrament. 

vi I conſtantly hold, hat there is a purgatory, and that 
the fouls l detained are helped by the ſuffrages of 
the faithful. 

Likewiſe, that the fark” reigning together with Chriſt, 
are to be honoured and in vocated, and that they offer 
Prayers to God for us, and that their relics are to be had in 
veneration. F 
2 I moſt firmly afſert, that the images of Chriſt, of the 
1 motbet of God, ever virgin, and alſo of other ſaints, 
_— - ought to be had and retained, and that due honour me. 
-Y Wt _ veneration is to be given them. 
E alfo affirm, that the power of indulgences was leſt by 
: | Chrift in the church, and that the uſe of thetn is m 
_ _- | _ wholeſome to Chriſtian people. 
. 1 1 acknowledge the holy, catholic, Epoſtolic, LY 
—_—_ eliurct for the mother and miſtreſs of all churches ; and 
—_—_— - Fpromife true obedience” to the biſhop of Rome, ſucceſſor _ 
=_ 15 8 * Peter, prince. of the apoſtles, and vicar of Jefus 
—_— nlk. 
8B ____ "I fikewiſe undoubtedly receive and 3880 all other 
1 8 tings delivered, defined, and declared, by the facred canons 
| neral councils, and particularly by the holy council 
5 E rent. And I condemn, rexedt, and anathematize, all 
Wings contrary thereto,” and all , herefies, which the 
1 church has con ned, rejedted, and ahathematizel. 
= „5 Mi Bk tsron, do at this preſent freely 
#4 ſincerely hold this true catholic faith, with- 
. which no one can be ſaved: ad I promiſe moſt 
ſtantly to retain and confeſs the ſame entire and un- 
—_— Ws: 'with' God's affiſtance, to the/end of my life. _ 
_ 5 11 auly remains, that J repeat my OP. ſenſe of. 
—_—. - n Kir and fign myſelf, RY 
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I have peruſed with great attention the letter Wien 


fetter as adequate to the removing of the ſcandal that has 
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in MS. you ſubmitted to my conſideration, and addrefled- *» 
to me. The paſſages from your writings which you have © _* 
examined, were ſuggeſted by me, and copied from a late 
publication. I now therefore ſay, I conſider our 


7 


been taken, and I deem your faith pure and orthodox. 
FTuoour humble ſervaut in J. C. 
Rey. Joskrn BRING roũx. e 
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© Page 3, line 23, for wich the habits the public mind, eig bed, read, | 
4 which, the _— the public mind 2 hed. FR | _ "I 

Page 3, two lines from bottom, for required, read ac Ra, | 

— IO, line 10, for ce of Rome, read See of Rome | 5 
25 line 29 and 37, for ena read eM: 


